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Winona Senior High School 

VAPING SURVEY 
Results 

 
 

In January and February 2022, the Winona County Alliance for Substance Abuse Prevention (ASAP) surveyed 

Winona Senior High School students. The survey, led by an ASAP intern, was developed to get input from 

students on perceptions of vaping, support for a potential drop box to collect vaping devices, and 

recommendations for reducing vaping. Respondents were invited to follow a link at the end of the survey that 

will place them into a prize drawing for one of three $10 gift certificates for The Lost Oasis.  

The confidential survey was completed by 217 students. Among the 172 respondents who indicated their grade 

level: 22% were 9th graders, 15% were 10th graders, 19% were 11th graders, and 44% were 12th graders.  

How much of a problem do you think vaping is among WSHS students?   

Nearly three out of four respondents felt that vaping was at least a moderate problem, if not a big problem, 

among WSHS Students. Only 10% felt that vaping was not a problem.  

 

Would you use a vape drop box to dispose of vaping products if it was safe to do so?   

Students were asked if they would use a drop box if there were no academic of legal consequences—it could 

include disposing of vaping products they have, find, or are given. More than six out of ten students said yes.  
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Respondents were asked to share why they would or would not use a drop box. Students could share multiple 

reasons. Reasons provided by students who said “no” include: 

 I don’t vape. Four out of ten students who provided a reason for answering no shared that they don’t 

vape. A few said that even if they came across a vape product they wouldn’t want to touch it or 

wouldn’t want to use they box. 

 Perception that nobody would use it. Twenty percent felt that a vape box would be pointless and that 

nobody would use it.  

 It wouldn’t be safe to use it. Fourteen percent felt that it could still be used to “catch” students, and 

even if they don’t vape they worried someone would think they do.  

 Kids will break into the box and steal the vapes. Six percent felt it could increase access to vapes for 

students willing to break into the box. 

 It would be a waste of money.  Six percent noted that vape products cost money, and that disposing of 

them would be a waste of money. 

Many of the students who said “yes” they would use a drop box noted that they don’t vape themselves. 

Reasons provided for willingness to use a drop box included. 

 Having a safe way to dispose of vape products. Thirty-seven percent of students who shared a reason 

for saying yes noted that it would be a safe and easy. While some mentioned safety in general, many 

either noted that it would be anonymous and therefore free from consequences or safe in that it would 

be a proper place to dispose of them rather than the trash. 

 Vapes are unhealthy and/or “bad.” Twenty percent noted that they would use a drop box because 

vaping in general is not good for students to do.  

 To prevent access. Fifteen percent shared that if they found vape products they would want a way to 

get rid of them in order to keep them out of the hands of other students who might use them.  

 To support friends or peer who want to quit. Ten percent either said it would help them help a friend 

who was trying to quit, or that a drop box could be helpful to peers who are trying to quit.  

 It’s a worthwhile idea. Ten percent felt that having a drop box for vapes would be a good idea.  

A few students who said they would use a vape box felt it would be good for prevention messaging. They said 

school staff could show how much vape products have been disposed of. “Because there are so many people 

who do it and have nowhere to actually dispose of them. I feel if there was a drop box it could help the students 

and staff. Specifically staff because the drop box would be very impactful to be able to see how much students 

vape or use e-cigarettes.”—survey respondent 

Do you think other WSHS students would use a vape box if it was safe to do so?   

When asked if they thought other students at their school would use the vape box, respondents were evenly 

divided: one-third said “yes”, one-third said “no”, and one-third said “I don’t know”. From the open-ended 

responses to why, or why not, students themselves would use the box there was a general theme that students 

who vape would likely not use the box. A number of students noted that those who vape don’t generally leave 

their vape products/devices laying around.  
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Where do you think a vape drop box should be located?   

WSHS students were most likely to recommend that a vape drop box be located inside the school, away from 

cameras—42% as compared to 24% recommending a box be on school grounds but outside of the building or 

22% recommending a box be place off campus in the broader community.   

 

Students who felt a drop box should be off school grounds and in the broader community were asked about 

their recommendations for locations. Some students provided multiple ideas. Responses by frequency of 

mentions include: 

 Somewhere discreet or not obvious 

 In a park, near the lake, or near a public facility 

 Near trash cans 

 Near stores or gas stations 

 Areas where teens hang out 

What recommendations do you have for other ways to reduce students’ access to 

vaping products?   

Among the 158 students who responded to the question about other recommendations, 68 (43%) either said 

they didn’t know or that they didn’t think it would be possible—that students will find a way to access vape 

products. Responses with recommendations by frequency of mentions include: 

 Educational campaign on risks associated with vaping. Nineteen students recommended educating 

youth, teachers and school staff, and parents about risks. Of these, most respondents focused on health 

risks.  

 Increased monitoring at school. Eighteen students suggested increased monitoring, especially in 

bathrooms. They suggested having staff check for multiple students in a stall during lunch and between 

classes, or installing sensors in the bathroom. A few respondents recommended searching students.  

 Age restrictions and compliance checks. Eighteen students recommended enforcement of age 

restrictions and monitoring of retailers.  
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 Change consequences. Nine students recommend making consequences for severe for students caught 

vaping, while three students argued for more support with cessation for students caught vaping who 

want to quit.  

 Educational program or curricula. Five students suggested educating students in a classroom such as 

health class. 

 Improve coping skills. Four students recommended helping students find healthier ways to relieve 

stress.  

Other ideas shared by students included addressing peer pressure, working on state-level policy to ban nicotine 

or increase taxes, learning more about why students vape, and providing cash incentives for students to dispose 

of unused vape products. Some students noted that they were not in favor of preventing access to vaping 

products.   


