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IncreasE the 
tobacco age to 21

Raising the 
TOBACCO age to 
21 will prevent 
youth tobacco 

use and 
save lives.

Almost 95 percent 
of addicted adult 
smokers started 
smoking by age 21.4

•  Increasing the age gap between kids and  

those who can legally buy tobacco will 

help remove access to tobacco products 

from the high-school environment. 

Minnesotans agree: We can do more to prevent kids from becoming addicted.  

A national consensus is growing to prevent addictions and future health problems by ensuring  

that those who sell tobacco products do so to adults who are 21 and older. 

Minnesotans for a Smoke-Free Generation supports this movement.

Research predicts a  
25 percent reduction  
in smoking initiation  

among 15-17-year-olds,1

and 30,000 fewer young 
smokers in Minnesota.2

THERE IS BROAD 
SUPPORT FOR raising 
the tobacco age to 21.

•  A national survey shows that  

75 percent of adults favor increasing 

the minimum sale age for  

tobacco to 21.5

•  Even 70 percent of smokers  

are in support of raising the 

minimum legal age.5

IN 2017, YOUTH TOBACCO USE IN 
MINNESOTA ROSE FOR THE FIRST 
TIME IN 17 YEARS.3 

• Over 26 percent of Minnesota high-school  
   students use tobacco.3

30,000
KIDS
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State and local  
governments are taking  
action to protect youth.

Nicotine in any form harms the 
adolescent brain . . . and yet Big 
Tobacco still markets to youth.

•  Several cities in Minnesota have raised the age to 21.

•  Five states and more than 290 localities in the  

United States have raised the tobacco age to 21.

•  Needham, Massachusetts, found that smoking among  

high-school students fell by nearly half after raising the age to 21.6

•  Nicotine is addictive, and adolescents are especially vulnerable  

to the health impacts of tobacco use.7

•  The tobacco industry aggressively markets to youth and young 

adults to recruit replacement smokers and guarantee profits.8,9
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Minnesotans for a Smoke-Free Generation supports policies that reduce youth smoking 

and help end the death and disease associated with tobacco use, including raising the 

tobacco age to 21, limiting youth access to menthol-, candy- and fruit-flavored tobacco, 
keeping tobacco prices high and funding future tobacco prevention and cessation efforts. 

Find out more at www.smokefreegenmn.org.


