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RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA
Non-medical marijuana is addictive and costly to society:
•

“For every dollar gained in tax revenue, Coloradans spent approximately $4.50 to
mitigate the effects of legalization” (1).

•

“9 percent of people who use marijuana will become dependent on it, rising to about 17
percent in those who start using in their teens” (2).

•

“Majority of admissions (approximately 3 out of 4) to substance abuse treatment
among youth under age 18 were for marijuana as the primary substance of abuse” (3).

•

“The potency of illicit cannabis plant material has consistently risen over time since
1995 from approximately 4% in 1995 to approximately 12% in 2014” (4).

•

“In Seattle, Washington, the average THC potency level far exceeds the national
average at 21.24% for marijuana flowers and 72.76% for marijuana concentrates” (5).
[Delta 9 tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) is the primary psychoactive ingredient in marijuana]
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RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA PREVENTION
Status of marijuana in the U.S. and Minnesota:
•

8 states opposed recreational marijuana measures in 2018: North Dakota, Illinois, New
Jersey, Delaware, Vermont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, & Rhode Island (1).

•

Recreational marijuana is legal in 10 states, medical marijuana is legal is 33 states.

•

Minnesota has decriminalized small amounts of marijuana since 1976.

•

Minnesota has a medical marijuana program with 10,000+ patients enrolled (2).

•

Minnesota has an Industrial Hemp Pilot Program so hemp can be grown for industrial
purposes (raw materials and foods) (3).
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