
 

 

 

Winona County Alliance for Substance Abuse Prevention  

Program/Strategy & Media/Outreach 

February 10, 2016 – Pleasant Valley Church 

 

Attendees 

Phil Huerta Kalene Engel Rebecca Church Beth Moe 

Team members discussed the purpose for a Town Hall Meeting (THM), and suggested a focus on 

prescription (Rx) drug abuse rather than underage drinking. Team members also discussed concern that 

THM’s may not be well attended, and draw in individuals that are already engaged. 
 

Team members shared news that WI Walgreens are allowing pharmacies to have an Rx drop box, and 

MN legislators may be revisiting the statutes in the current session to allow MN pharmacies to have an 

Rx drop box. 

 

Team members shared that Town Hall Meetings have been done before on underage drinking, and our 

coalition should talk to the community about something new (i.e. Rx drugs). 

 

Team members suggested organizing a news conference to launch the Parents Who Host (PWH) 

campaign with key individuals, such as Ron Ganrude and Karin Sonneman. 

 

Team members discussed using Ruth Charles and other topic speakers during the PWH campaign with 

the availability of CEU’s. Team members also suggested have a series of news articles on the topic 

through the Winona Daily News or Winona Post. 

 

Team members informally interviewed students from Youth Team that entered the room later with 

questions such as, “What do your classmates use the most? Is using still the cool thing to do? Do students 
share Rx drugs with others? 

 

Summary of responses from youth: 

 

 Students are asking 18+ year olds to buy Rx drugs, and 18+ year olds buy Rx drugs from students 

if they need money. 

 Classmates use alcohol and weed the most. 

 Classmates use whatever is cheapest and easiest. 

 “I think using is still seen as cool in the senior class”. 

 “Acid & LSD is huge!” 

 Parents still want their kids to drink or party at home. 

 One parent got their kid drunk for his birthday. 

 

Team members suggested doing more focus groups, and using the information at local events. 

 

Team members reviewed a new logo proof, and suggested color changes. Reasoning for a logo change 

included recommendations from website developer and Youth Team.  

 

 


